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Infrastructure planning and recovery 

The Suitability of infrastructure plans and the financial management of planned infrastructure 

development can be part of an overall strategy to obtain Australian economic recovery in the 

immediate future and provide a suitable base for future sustained development. 

What is the role of infrastructure within economy? – Is infrastructure included within 

calculations of GDP or GNP? Do infrastructure ratios find their way into economic forecasting?  

In the Keynesian economic model the answer is no. Then, if they are not measured, how can 

subtle changes in infrastructure and proposed planning for infrastructure be taken into account 

in economic forecasting? Infrastructure is essential to the economic health of the constituent 

communities that make up economies, it is too critical to be omitted from intense study.  

Infrastructure subsumes a considerable amount of finances to maintain it. A user pays system 

has been applied to much of our infrastructure, such as energy and communications, while 

other types of infrastructure, such as hospitals and ports are financed through taxation. Our 

consecutive governments have considered privatising various sectors of state and federal 

infrastructure and have executed that privatisation. However, privatised or not, without 

ensuring infrastructure is measured or benchmarked to rational economic ratios, our ability to 

forecast the shape of the physical economy is extremely difficult.  

The infrastructure quality has essential influence on the quality of the industrial, commercial 

and consumer economy. Thus sustained infrastructure development (in qualified and quantified 

terms) is concomitant to sustained economic sustainability and quality of community.   

Infrastructure fundamentals – Infrastructure has the essential role of supplying the support for 

various communities, in that sense infrastructure creation should have a strong relationship and 

identification with the needs of the community. Infrastructure should not exist for the sake of 

itself – a physical structure or a government department should not exist for itself- it exists only 

in its ability to support the local communities to which is it morally obliged to support .  Specific 

population levels demand specific infrastructure investment as without such the physical 

economy of the population suffers.  

Build a population past a point where infrastructure can support it; remove infrastructure 

(through poor maintenance, obsolesce or sabotage) in both the physical economy of the 

communities will collapse once a critical point is reached (this critical point is a co-efficient or 

ratio of population to infrastructure- and must be understood by planners, economists and 

politicians). 
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Infrastructure also, must meet a certain standard or quality, for it to serve its purpose. If the 

standard of the infrastructure is poor the physical economy will suffer. 

Infrastructure includes transportation of all kinds and the means of transportation i.e. roads, 

ports rail links. It includes the education systems including buildings, equipment and technology. 

It includes the essential services including the buildings, vehicles and special equipment. It 

includes our defence apparatus including weapons, structures, vessels, aircraft and equipment. 

It includes our communications systems, including towers, broadcasting centres and equipment. 

It includes our power generation apparatus.  

Any attempt at recovery of the physical economy of Australia without seriously addressing the 

issue of infrastructure as one of the essential core issues is doomed to failure.   

Infrastructure plans must support proposed future population levels- The Sydney Harbour 

Bridge was over engineered to last and so still provides a useful infrastructure component to 

this day. Similarly, the Snowy Mountains Hydro electric Scheme-these were public works on a 

grand scale and must be the model of many new infrastructure projects that the Government 

urgently needs to undertake.  To identify a few infrastructure focal points for Australia to 

develop; 

• Water improvement schemes on a massive scale. 

• Clean nuclear fusion power generation facilities. 

• High speed interstate and transcontinental maglev rail transport links.  

• Improved and advanced highways system.  

• Improved telecommunications system and data transport system.  

• A modernisation of the urban transport system is each capital city (using existing centres 

such as Shenzhen in southern Guangdong as a model). 

• Improved and advanced ship building facilities.  

• Improved and advanced sewage treatment facilities.  

• Improved and advanced mining facilities.  

The creation of numerous public work projects for infrastructure development can be financed 

by creation of credit by an Australian Bank empowered by Federal Parliament to do so; an 

essential requirement rather than burrowing the finance from a dying monetary system. 
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Without infrastructure public works plans to support Australia’s future generations a bright 

prospect is doubtful.  The current goal of economic growth in which Australia wishes to achieve 

may be 2% to 5%; however this is an evaluation that needs a more thoughtful investigation. The 

very suggestion of percentage increases implies exponential growth with major conceptual flaws 

and resource issues. Regardless, with our a sustained increase in infrastructure projects we will 

particularly need to focus in the areas of high density energy production as an essential driver to 

create our physical economy and allow for various forms of public support infrastructure as well 

as the potential for a wealth of secondary manufacturing that Australia should and must 

develop.  

 

 

Ownership of infrastructure  

Who owns the infrastructure is important. The Australia Government must have a substantial 

control and ownership of any strategic piece of infrastructure or infrastructure networks, but 

this does not preclude private industry to have some involvement.  

However the funding for the infrastructure must be derived from Australian credit creation 

rather than foreign loans; and rather than encouraging foreign investors to have substantial 

financial control the Australian Government should have co-operative agreements to assist in 

the development of neighbouring sovereign nations in South East Asia and the Pacific rim in 

their infrastructure projects, The following arrangement could be put in place: 

• The sharing on technology on specific infrastructure projects. 

• Reciprocal training and education of skilled sets of engineers, planners, tradespersons 

and others involved in infrastructure projects from one sovereign nation to another. 

• Undertaking of joint projects with adjacent nations where each nation provides part of 

the infrastructure component to the reciprocal partner nation. Numerous partner 

relationships being established for multiple infrastructure projects simultaneously. 

• Utilization initially of any unemployed to manpower the projects under suitable 

remunerative packages – with massive involvement form industry training advisory 

boards- under stringent guidelines. 
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This takes our infrastructure future away from the whims of market forces and focuses on our 

own development and mutual development of our neighbours;  providing a powerful moral, 

economic and diplomatic strategy for co-prosperity Pacific rim and South East Asia. 

Delaying our infrastructure development or attacking the infrastructure plans piecemeal or not 

involving other national sovereignties would have a deleterious effect on our recovery and the 

recovery of our Pacific Rim and South East Asia neighbours to whom we have immediate 

responsibility.  

  


